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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

United Recovery, formerly Soterian, L201035002, Air 201809AAH and Permit 
#8107077. This facility is an industrial waste processing plant located 
in Winnebago County and the City of Rockton. 

This facility reclaims 499 mesh and finer high speed cuttings and the 
cooling oil. The wastes are received from Triumph Twist in Rhinelander, 
Wisconsin. The liquid separated from the steel powder consists of 50% 
oil, 45% water, and 5% gunk. The oil is used or sold for fuel. The 
water is recycled and the "gunk" is processed further into its constituent 
parts of 75% oil, 15% water, and 10% particulate matter (diatomoceous 
earth). The final product of dried high speed steel alloy powder contains 
among other materials up to 3.2% chromium and 0.85% cobalt. The waste 
is then dried, packaged and sold to the steel industry. Interstate 
Pollution Control, Inc. is the hauler of wastes from this facility. 

Diatomoceous Earth referred to as "Wheel" was being stored in uncovered 
piles between Buildings 1 and 2. Barrels of waste water and spoiled raw 
materials were stored in the open at the northern edge of the property. 

Between 16,000 to 18,000 gallons of process waste water per week is 
treated to normalize the pH level and remove floatable and settleable 
material. 

The "treated" process waste water is then discharged to a septic tank 
between Buildings 1 and 2. The method of disposal is not approvable for 
industrial waste. 

Two (2) water supply wells are on-site. One well is 50 deep, and the 
other is 160 feet deep. The facility only used the 160 feet deep well 
for fear of bacterial contamination from area septic systems. 

Complaints about the company mostly concern air pollution, but oil 
spills and an alleged direct pumping of an unknown waste into a nearly 
dry well has been reported. 

Beloit Corporation to the north and west of United Recovery has also 
been investigated. Three seepage lagoons on-site were found to contain 
volatile chlororganics. They (Beloit) admitted large amounts of VOCs 
were used in the past, but all are now eliminated from the facility. 

Groundwater wells within the vicinity of these facilities (Beloit and 
United Recovery) are contaminated with the following chemicals: 1,1,1-
trichloroethane, 1,1-dichloroethane, trichloroethylene and tetrachloroethylene. 
Quantities have differed from a trace to 1,000 parts per billion. 

A groundwater monitoring program has been established in this area to 
assess the damage and potential source of contaminants. 
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United Recovery and Beloit Corporation should be reviewed together. 

A high priority is assigned this site because of the now affected 
groundwater wells with the potential cancer causing compound, TCE. 
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